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THE PROVINCE OF SALAMANCA

     Salamanca is part of the Spanish region known as
�Castilla y Le�n� (Castile and Leon). L ocated in the
western part of Spain, right beside the border with
Portugal,  Salamanca is in the inner part of the country.
     The city of Salamanca is located in the north east
corner of the province with the same name, 200
kilometres west of Madrid and well connected by
motorway. Thanks to the recently renewed airport of
Valladolid, which offers flights with Ryanair and Air
France, now Salamanca is an accessible destination, only
at a one-hour drive from Valladolid. The city itself has an
airport but only domestic flights are operated.
     When references to Salamanca reach our ears, our
minds are full of images of the Plaza Mayor and the
University, the Roman bridge and cathedrals, the students
and palaces, the House of Shells, the European Capital of
Culture and UNESCO’s Heritage of Humanity thanks to its
historical heritage and to the charm of the city itself, since
Salamanca can be considered one of the most beautiful
Spanish cities. It is also in Salamanca, where the purest
Spanish (or �Castellano�) is spoken, which makes the city
a popular destination for students wanting to learn
Spanish. But Salamanca, happily, is much more. In this
rich territory there are secret valleys (a refuge for
numerous wildlife species), gentle towns with excellent
examples of the purest traditional architecture, peaceful
forests that invite you to walk through them, historical
ashlars of military, civil and religious buildings preserved
in time, cheerful and bustling festivities, and
celebrations full of life and amusement. These are all
aspects that we invite you to discover during your visit.

Therefore, we present you the nature¶s mosaic of the
province reflected in its geographical areas, where we
suggest a new way to get to know these wonderful
places, more intimate, nearer to the roots. In every corner
you will find sites worth visiting. If you have some time to
spare, here are some suggestions of the best places to
visit.

SIERRA DE B JAR

70 kilometres south of Salamanca, you will find the
beautiful town of B“jar, with 14.000 inhabitants.
Surrounded by mountains, the landscape is, in fact, one
of the main appeals of the town. This area known as
�Sierra  de  B”jar�  is a meeting point for nature lovers and
mountaineers.

     B”jar offers plenty of tourist services and monuments
worth a visit, since it has been an important city also in
the past. In a visit to B”jar, you cannot miss its �Palacio
Ducal� (the palace of the dukes of the city), the remains of
the stone walls built by the Arabs which once surrounded
the city, and of course, the oldest bullfighting ring in
Spain dating from 1711.
      This mountain range is a natural paradise located
close to the border between the provinces of ‰vila and
Salamanca. The highest peaks reach to a height of  221m
above sea level and the Trampal and Duque lakes below
supply water and electricity to the region. The views from
all around here are fantastic and it is worth coming for the
fresh air, the hiking, the hunting and the fishing. The
national climbing club runs a hostel in the mountains that
is open all year round.

Sierra de B”jar is also the highest mountain range in
the whole province. Its summits, frequently snowy, evoke
a well-known image for the people of Salamanca because
it stands out on the southern horizons of this territory.
The characteristics of the settlements of this area show a
clear environmental adaptation with architectural
elements of unquestionable picturesquesness and worth.
All these singularities have allowed great part of this
territory to be included inside the Nature Area of
Candelario, which contributes even more to the
attractiveness of the visit.

Skiing and Mountaineering

     Any visit to this area should consider the possibility of
climbing to the top of its summits. Here, in altitudes higher
than 2,000 meters, varied leisure activities can be carried
out in contact with one of the most privileged nature areas
in Salamanca.


